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FAMILY MEALS ARE 
SAVOURED AROUND THIS 
WEYLANDTS DINING SET. 

OPENING UP TO BOTH 
GARDENS ON EITHER SIDE 

OF THE HOME, IT’S ALMOST 
AS IF DINING AL FRESCO 

AMID THE MILKWOOD TREES  

OPPOSITE PAGE 
ROCKS DOTTED AROUND 

THE GARDEN ARE  
A REMINDER OF THE 

MOUNTAINSIDE SETTING
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A low-slung holiday 
home camouflaged by 

its timber façade is the 

TEXT TRACY CHEMALY
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perfect summer escape
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t was a series of chance 
encounters that led to 
Jens and Marie Glasenapp 
building a holiday home in 
Kommetjie, Cape Town. 
The couple, who lives on 
the island of Réunion, 
began travelling to South 
Africa to encourage their 
children to practise English. 

During one of these countrywide 
roadtrips, while waiting for his family 
outside a restaurant in Kommetjie, Jens,  
a German cardiologist, happened to meet 
Willi, an Austrian estate agent in the area. 
Conversing in their lingua franca, the two 
men hopped into Willi’s car and went for  
a quick coastal drive. ‘I wasn’t interested in 
buying anything. I was just enjoying Willi’s 
company,’ Jens insists. ‘And I certainly didn’t 
want to live in an estate.’

An open piece of land did, however, 
pique his interest. ‘But Willi said it was 
“complicated”. It was not suitable for 
construction and had a peculiar triangular 
shape,’ Jens explains of the 388-square-
metre plot that sits in the middle of a large 
piece of protected land. Jens’ wife Marie,  
a French midwife, was equally struck by 
the property when he took her to view it. 
The couple was determined to turn this 
‘complicated’ piece of land into its dream 
escape, and their offer was accepted. 

With the help of Jens’ brother Torsten, 
a Berlin-based architect and partner at 
Müller Reimann, they designed a home that 
would become what Torsten describes as 
‘compact, precise and focused’.

An encounter with a huge dog on Long 
Beach led to its owner recommending  
a builder for the construction, and Barry 
Smith was employed for the job. But, living 
abroad, neither Jens nor Torsten could 
oversee the day-to-day of the construction 
process, and so local help was needed.

Again coincidently, they met  
a fellow mountain runner who is a local 
designer very experienced in supervising 
construction projects, and so Tim Lewis 
finally agreed, lending his expertise to 
designing the doors, ceilings, bathrooms 
and garden, while overseeing all the finishes. 

‘We just wanted a small, compact one-
storey beach house,’ explains Jens of his 
brief to Torsten. But his brother insisted 
on going up another level to maximise the 
views. The result is a 110-square-metre 
home with a planted rooftop terrace open 
to the astounding panorama. 

Built with a bend in the box shape of 
the structure, the home ensures optimal 
enjoyment of the outdoors. ‘The slightly 
bent footprint allowed the living room to 
be situated at the very centre of the site, 
opening to two totally different garden 
areas,’ Torsten explains.  

‘It’s genius what my brother did with 
the shape,’ Jens says with admiration. ‘He 
normally does big projects like university 
buildings – never private housing – so the 
sober lines of this house are influenced by 
his pared-back, uncomplicated approach to 
large-scale buildings.’

Torsten was also responsible for designing 
the external shutters that are able to close 
the loggias on either ends of the living 
space, turning the home into a concealed 
garapa-clad box when the family is away.  
‘I believe in naturally integrating buildings 
with their given surroundings,’ says the 
architect. ‘By choosing significant materials 
and creating proper details, such a house 
becomes sustainable and durable.’

Free of any fencing, the property 
welcomes guests through simple  
wooden screens. ‘Our home is like an 
island between all the milkwood trees,’ 
says Jens, referencing the 1500-square-
metre reserve surrounding the property. 
‘It’s just a magic spot.’  n

I

THE KITCHEN, DESIGNED BY TIM LEWIS, AND MANUFACTURED 
BY M & L CREATIVE KITCHENS, IS A LINEAR, ONE-WALL SET-UP, 

SIMILAR TO WHAT THE COUPLE HAS IN THEIR RÉUNION HOME 

‘I BELIEVE IN NATURALLY 
INTEGRATING BUILDINGS WITH 
THEIR GIVEN SURROUNDINGS’
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THE OPEN-PLAN 
LIVING AREA HAS 
BEEN FURNISHED 
WITH SOFT SHADES 
OF COLOUR

OPPOSITE PAGE, 
CLOCKWISE, 
FROM TOP LEFT 
A STAIRWAY LEADS 
UP TO THE ROOFTOP 
TERRACE; THE 
MORSØ FIREPLACE 
ENSURES MUCH-
NEEDED POST-SURF 
DEFROSTING; THE 
MASTER BEDROOM’S 
BAY WINDOW;  
A BATHROOM IS 
SHARED BY THE TWO 
BEDROOMS ON THE 
GROUND FLOOR




